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FOREWORD 


This Indian Standard was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards, after the draft finalized by the Tobacco 
and Tobacco Products Sectional Committee had been approved by the Food and Agriculture Divisional 
Council. 


Snus, is a smokeless tobacco preparation consumed by sucking. It is being produced in India and is also 
being imported. Snus is a highly specialized preparation consisting of finely ground tobacco, high moisture 
and a number of flavourings and other ingredients. The snus so produced is packed either loose or in 
pouches, each pouch containing just enough quantity for a one-time-use. Since snus is gaining popularity 
and the range of products is likely to increase, it was felt necessary to lay down specification for this product. 


While formulating this standard, necessary consideration has been given to the relevant rules prescribed by 
the Government of India under the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA) and the Legal 
Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011. This standard is however, subject to the restriction imposed 
under these, wherever applicable. 


For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of this standard 1s complied with, the final value, 
observed or calculated, expressing the result of a test or analysis, shall be rounded off in accordance with 
IS 2:1960 “Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised)”. The number of significant places retained in 
the rounded off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this standard. 
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Indian Standard 


TOBACCO AND TOBACCO PRODUCTS — 
PORTION PACKED SNUS — SPECIFICATION 


1 SCOPE 


This standard prescribes the requirements and testing 
of portion packed snus being manufactured and/or 
marketed in India. 


2 REFERENCES 


The standards given below contain provisions which, 
through reference in this text, constitute provisions 
of this standard. At the time of publication, the 
editions indicated were valid. All standards are 
subject to revision and parties to agreements based 
on this standard are encouraged to investigate the 
possibility of applying the most recent editions of 
these standards. 


IS No. Title 
1070 : 1992 Reagent grade water — 
Specification (third revision) 
5643 : 1999 Tobacco and tobacco products — 


Method of test for tobacco (second 
revision) 
16026 : 2012/ Tobacco — Determination of the 
ISO 15152:2003 content of total alkaloids as 
nicotine — Continuous flow 
analysis method 


16236 : 2014/ 
ISO 2817:1999 


Tobacco and tobacco products — 
Determination of silicated residues 
insoluble in hydrochloride 


3 TERMINOLOGY 


For the purpose of this standard, the following 
definitions shall apply. 


3.1 Snus — A form of tobacco formulation 
consisting of finely ground or cut tobacco, flavour, 
sweetener, salt, buffer agent etc, and packed in loose 
or sachet form. Snus is uniquely manufactured using 
a tobacco pasteurization process. 


3.1.1 Portion Packed Snus — Snus used in sachet 
(water permeable pouch). 


3.2 Tobacco Pasteurization — The process of 
subjecting the blend to heating, drying and cooling 
cycles to a specific temperature for a specific period 
of time in order to reduce microorganisms. 


3.3 Water Permeable Pouch — A water permeable 
pouch is a sealed bag made of fabric or porous paper 
contaning tobacco formulation for portion packed 
snus. 


4 REQUIREMENTS 
4.1 Description 


It is a moist ground smokeless tobacco product, 
specially processed and packed in water permeable 
pouch (called portions). This portion packed snus is 
placed and held between the upper lip and the gum 
for approximately 30 minutes and then discarded. The 
tobacco does not come in direct contact with the 
mouth cavity. The portion packed snus is 
manufactured in different shape, length, width and 
weight as per market requirement. 


4.2 Length 


The length of the portion packed snus sachet shall 
be the distance in millimetres between the two ends 
of an individual piece on longest side when measured 
by the method prescribed in Annex A. 


4.3 Width 


The width of the portion packed snus shall be the 
distance in millimetres between the two ends 
of individual portion packed snus piece on shortest 
side when measured by the method prescribed in 
Annex B. 


4.4 Mean Mass 


The mean mass of portion packed snus sachet and 
filler mixture contained in them shall be declared by 
the manufacture. The mass of filled sachet and filler 
mixture shall be determined by the method given in 
Annex C. 


4.5 Tobacco Blend 


The tobacco blend used in the manufacture of portion 
packed snus shall be of any, or many, of the following: 
a) Various types/grades of tobacco and/or, 


b) Blend adjuncts such as reconstituted 
tobacco, expanded tobacco etc. 
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4.6 Flavour and Ingredients 


Flavouring and other ingredients shall comply with 
GRAS/FEMA standards. 


4.7 The product shall also conform to the 
requirements specified in Table 1. 


Table 1 Requirements for Snus 
(Clauses 4.7 and 7.1) 


S1 Characteristic Requirement Method of 

No. Test, Ref to 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

i) Oven moisture, 40.0 IS 5643 
percent, Max 

ii) Nicotine content (on 3.0 IS 5643 or 
dry basis), percent by IS 16026 
weight, Max ? 

iii) Total ash (on dry 35.0 IS 5643 
basis), percent by 
weight, Max 

iv) Acid insoluble ash (on 3.0 IS 16236 
dry basis), percent by 
weight, Max 

v) pH, Max ? 10.0 Annex D 


1) IS 16026 shall be the reference test method for 
determination of total alkaloid as nicotine. 
? pH is determined on the portion packed snus sachet. 


5 PACKING 


The portion packed snus shall be packed in retail 
packages and will carry appropriate and applicable 
markings as per 6. 


6 MARKING 


6.1 The following particulars shall be legibly and 
indelibly marked on each bundle/packet and box in 
addition to the declarations required under various 
statutory rules and regulations 


a) Name and address of the manufacturer; 
b) Brand name or trade-mark, if any; 

c) Net quantity; 

d) Date of manufacture or date code; 


e) Anyother marking required under the Legal 
Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 
2011; and 


f) Statutory health warnings in the manner and 
in accordance with the provisions of the 
Rules framed under the Cigarettes and 
Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003 (COTPA ). 


6.2 BIS Certification Marking 


The product may also be marked with the Standard 
Mark. 


6.2.1 The use of Standard Mark is governed by the 
provisions of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 
2016 and the Rules and Regulations made thereunder. 
The details of conditions under which a license for 
the use of the Standard Mark may be granted to 
manufacturers or producers may be obtained from 
the Bureau of Indian Standards. 


7 TESTS 


7.1 Tests shall be carried out as prescribed in 4.1 
to 4.4 and col 4 of Table 1. 


7.2 Quality of Reagents 


Unless specified otherwise, pure chemicals shall be 
employed in tests and distilled water (see IS 1070) 
shall be used where the use of water as reagent is 
intended. 


NOTE — “Pure chemicals’ shall mean chemicals that 
do not contain impurities which affect the test results. 


ANNEXA 
(Clause 4.2) 


DETERMINATION OF LENGTH OF THE PORTION PACKED SNUS 


A-1 PROCEDURE 


Take 20 portion packed snus and measure the length 
to the nearest 0.5 mm along the longest side of each 
portion snus using a steel scale. 


A-2 CALCULATION 


Calculate the average length as arithmetic mean of 
lengths of 20 portion packed snus recorded and 
express the result to nearest 0.5 mm. 
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ANNEX B 
(Clause 4.3) 


DETERMINATION OF WIDTH OF THE PORTION PACKED SNUS 


B-1 PROCEDURE 


Take 20 portion packed snus and measure the width 
to the nearest 0.5 mm along the shortest side of each 
portion packed snus using a steel scale. 


B-2 CALCULATION 


Calculate the average width as arithmetic mean of 
widths of 20 portion packed snus recorded and 
express the result to nearest 0.5 mm. 


ANNEX C 
(Clause 4.4) 


DETERMINATION OF MEAN MASS OF THE PORTION PACKED SNUS AND FILLER MIXTURE 


C-1 PROCEDURE 


Take 100 portion packed snus and weigh on a tared 
dish using calibrated weighing balance. Carefully 
open these portion snus one by one and separate 
the filler mixture contained in them. Weigh and record 


the mass (g) of the filler mixture, so obtained. 
C-2 CALCULATION 


Calculate the mean mass of portion packed snus and 
filler mixture. 


ANNEX D 


[Zable 1, SI No. (v)] 
DETERMINATION OF pH 


D-1 PROCEDURE 


Accurately weigh 5 g of the sample, cut open and 
place in a 250 ml container with 50 ml deionized 
distilled water. Place Teflon coated magnetic stirring 
bar in container and stir mixture continuously for 
1 h. Filter the solution and measure pH of the filtrate 
after a three point calibration of the pH meter using 
standard pH buffers (4.01, 7.00 and 10.00). For the 
first time pH values determination of smokeless 


tobacco product, measure the pH of the sample at 5, 
15 and 30 min. If there is no systematic variation in 
pH values with time, all subsequent pH 
determinations are made at 5 min. If there is 
systematic variation in pH values, continue to 
measure the pH of the sample until the pH value is 
stable and does not vary more than 10 percent over 
15 min. Report the final pH determination to an 
accuracy level of two decimal places. 


Bureau of Indian Standards 


BIS is a statutory institution established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 to promote harmonious 
development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of goods and attending to 
connected matters in the country. 


Copyright 


BIS has the copyright of all its publications. No part of these publications may be reproduced in any form without 
the prior permission in writing of BIS. This does not preclude the free use, in course of implementing the standard, 
of necessary details, such as symbols and sizes, type or grade designations. Enquiries relating to copyright be 
addressed to the Director (Publications), BIS. 


Review of Indian Standards 
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